ACaueat for France, 
pon the preſent euils that 
i now ſuffereth. 


Together with the remedies 
neceſſarie for the ſame, 


Tranſlated out of French into Engliſh by. Aggas. 
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A forreine houſe , — 3 ir meete (for it had beene a- 
gainſt 5 (hould be moleſted or ouerthrowen 
by othe 4 . eng almoſt tatall that theſe 
en ſhould do 1. 4 Reale. vnkles had ſlirred pal 
th c former 1e 8 
It may * that ſome bier mare Night hereafter baue 
brouglit 8 ſubic& out of his right byas and v rongtully ar- 
med == againſt his Prince or counttie: ot a mans deſperate 
eſtate, ho willingly would amend himſelf with others loſſe. 
ut theſe are vehement paſsions which do not alwaics har- 
vnto reaſon : hou beit in this caſe that was no ſuch mat» 
por thoſe of this houſe helde and did poſſeſſe the grea- 
| fi and chiefe dignities of this realme , and all this 
through the bountie of our kinges: and as for fauour „au- 
thoxitie and credite about his maieſtie, they had more than 


g of his bloud, how catholikes {ocuer, who neuer- 
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cheleſſe nce d patience beare therewith , prefer- 
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truth) that alſo er Tae oer or effect, 

Hereupan v hM ſo lilt we be what might mooue 
them to 5 vp out eſtate N hich ps zige to ha 
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ſkcd, ſhall beg forced in theſe 1545 12 vnhri EE 


and iahnice ambition which 8 74447 d by any app 
—.— of the ouerthraw of a ſtate . — with ＋ = 


treme miſeric and calamitie of ſo many millions v hom it 
entangleth, which likewiſe could neuer bee limited with ſo 
much authoritie, at neſſe, and honour , ſufficientſ as they 
were well diuidec to content all France, 

It was (as.it was very well noted euen at that 1 2 


© | 
| 


y 

the auncient ptupoſeof theif predeceffors' who 

made themſelues Charlemagne heites, lo to ground a pre 
rence to thisacatme, and percejuing that they could find nd 
to como to their put᷑poſe ſo long as it cõtinued whole, 
endeuoured by the continuation of the troubles, ro ſcatter 
and de ſtroy it. Andindeedetheſe men a yearb or two before 
procured a booke to bo priated purpoſely, which ( ug 
talſely ) prooued them to be diſcended from thence , and ſo 
conſequentiy true heires , and dut kinges vlurpers of the 
crowne, forthe which the auctor made amendes honorable 
in the kinges fall counſaile, But when they {ce the Duke of 
Anion deceaſed , the king to haue no children, and the king 
of Naxarre, chiete Prince of the bloud; through his religion 
(as they thought) — from the peoples fauour, they 
imagined the way to be then open to their extreeme ambi- 
tion, and the ſeaſon to growe fitte for the hatching of their 
drittes, Then beganne they afreſh to kindle their practiſes 
and conuenticles to ſearch out all malcontentes, whether 
iultly orwrongfally,to tte with the king of Spine, and ſuch 
other potentates as eniiied our realaie,wherof in ſhort pee 
ſprong vp tius curfied'warreof the League, which ſince hath 
Eindled and conſumed our poore eſtatè. Then by their pub- 
like proteſtation they required the king to name his heire 
and the ſamen catholike prince, namely, the Cardinall of 
Jeurbon, ſo to eucludle the xing ot Nimerre, This did they, be- 
cauſe that they new that they uod not climbe ſo high but 
by degrees, and they would either gouerne or rule in France 
vnder the wings of the ſaid Cardinall: and now imagine you 
what a preſuppoſition this was; had there beene no deceit, 
that the ſaid lord Cardinall a prince alreadie verie old, ſhould 
ſuruiue our king being in the flower of his age. The king of 
N averre,whither by his right or by his vertue ſtopped their 
paſlage: hereupon they declare him to be an heretiłe, and ſo 
do — him to bee depriued of all the rights belonging 
to the blood of France: but note that the king of N aue al- 
waies proteſted that he ſubmitted himſelfe to a free counſell, 
offering thereby to be inſttu ded, and proteſting that vntill 
then he could not be deemed an heretike. They do ſo feare 
leaſt hee ſnoulde returne into _ aniſh e hure h, and thereby 
al their 
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their praiſes be that whereas were they ma- 
ued by charitic or religion, they ſhould open him the way; 

o now ſhut the gate againſt him, denouncing him to 
be arelaps, & fallen againe into hereſie, and ſo conſe quent- 


ly incapeable to holde any _ much leſſe to reigne in 
ereas he had pertinently — abut 


the Church. Alſo wh 
whoſocuer is nor firſt denouneed an heretike can not be de- 
clared arelaps: that hauing ſubmitted himſelfe to a coun- 
ſaile, he can not, but by the ſame, be condemned: more- 
ouer, that whatſocuer hee did being foxced by extremi- 
- can not bee ſo imputed vnto him as to make him a te- 

PS. - 125 & 

Contarie to all theſe ſo peremptorie reaſons : contrary to 
all ono and — to all the Cannons of the 
Church, they doo ſtirre vp Pope Sixtat bull, the Popes (I 
ſay) whome they haue circumuented, as himſelfe hath 
confeſſed, who without anie formalitie, and contrarie to 
all forme dooth at once declare the ſaide lorde king and 
the late lorde Prince, vn condemned, vnheard, yea vncal- 
led, to be heretikes, relapſed. and eacommunicate, and 
lo fallen from all rightes bothpreſent and to come. A bull 
whereby they pretende to haue a free iudgement to en- 
cludetheſe princes, who ſtopped them in the midde way: 
but indeede ſuch a one as contrariwile is — 
iudged both by the king: and parliaments of this realmey 
who haue condemned and openly reieſted it, as erring both 


in matter and forme. 4 1 db * 
Thus are they ridde, as they thinke, of theſe two the 
neereſt princes, but nowe there reit the Catholike prin. 
ces of Bourbon, Find home theſe exceptions cannot be 
oppoſed: for as for the Cardinall of Beunbon, it is enough 
for them that hee liue ſa long, as for the nouriſting of 
their authoritie they ſhall ſtande in neede of him, as be- 


ing paſt age and danger: thus thinke they to get them chil- 


dren : Then againſt the Catholike princes deſcended of 
the late lorde prince of Conde, they arme themſelues with 
another exception brought into. conſequence out of the 
bull: That is, that the ſaide lorde prince their father died 
an heretike denounced, whereby hee had forfaited all ne 

rights 


7 


rights and actions both for himſelfe and his neither let | 


the duke of e Mont or his poſteritie weene to eſcape; 
though being engendred of a father as deuouta Cathohbke | 
prince as euer was, for hauing likewiſe followed their va - | | 

aries in this point. For they of the league doo thinke | 

y their principles to laue well enough prouided for them: 
in that they write that the crow ne is theirs before either 4 
Al erauce, Charlemaine, or Capet ; This is then long before | 
Saint. Lewes, from whome they are deſcended : when by 1 
their bookes, they pretende that beyonde tho tenth de- | | 
ee, there is no longer ſucceſs ion neither in heritage, 
$nor kingdomes, and ſo conſequentlie wee muſt haue 
recourſe to a nee election: for all the reſt of the houſe of 
Bourbon are farre beyond that: When to the ende to raiſe 
yp the foundations of this eſtate they do by expreſſe bookes 
call into doubt tlie Sakke law , whereby it hath ſo manic a- | 

es defended ir ſelfe from ſtrangers, to the ende that after | 
505 no alteration may ſeeme ſtrange. 

Theſe! were the diſcourſes which they publiſhed in their 
writings ſcattered among the people atthebeginning of this 
warre,whereby their drifts did. enidently appeare to all wiſe 
men. The king had no children, neither was there any great 
hope, thought they, that euer he ſhould get any . The Card. 
7 of Bourbon was vamarricd, and vnder his ſhadow their | 
power might ſerue againſt the reſt of the princes . The king 
of N,aerre, and late prince of Conde, were denounced here. 
tikes: the Lords priaces of. Comtie, Cardinal of Uedoſme and 
Earle of Ssiſſons deſcended of a prince that fancied hereſie, & 
ſo by vertue of the bull, entangled in the like degradation: 
The duke of Aſompenſicr and princes of Ombes vetie farre off, 
yea beyond the tenth. degree, which (ſaid they) ſt vp 
their gate tothe ſucceſsion , and opened another to the ele. 
ion of a neweprince. Thus you ſee, they haue ridde and 
ſwept the way to come to the crovne, neither is there ania | | 
other queſtian but to imploy labour and force whereby to 
bring the [tate violently into their facultie. | þ 

The enterpriſe was high & ditficult; for the Frenchmans | 


nature ſtill drawcth to the right: It was a harde matter thus 
to exclude a prince in reſpea of ſome diucriitic in teligion, 
| ve, | 


ſuch a one as ctaueth to bee inſttucted in a counſel! : alſo 
the houle of Bourbon hath to; well theſe many ages deſerued 
of the ſtate, and that is ſo well imprinted in their minds, & as 
it were incorporate into all Frenchmen,that they were 
in great doubt, leſuthe wrong that ſhoulde bee dne thereto 
would bee veric ſenſible to all the degrees in France. It was 
therctore neccflarie for them to be aſsilted by ſome forreine, 
tich & mighty prince, who to that end they were to cal into 
part. Wherup®6, before the blow they practiſed with the — 
of opaine : they got great ſums ot mony from him, hi 
they diſtributed among their partakers ; they promiſed as 
a pledge of their faith ro commit into his hands the beſt 
townes that they could take, namely Bow denx and Marſeil- 
tes, which they made ſure account of: fatther alluring hir 
with ſome hopetoprocurethe crow ne to fal into his daugh- 
ters hands, by aboliſhing the Salque law: and to begin with< 
all, they ſhould bring him into Brirram, Matters diſcouered 
by their owne letters and remembrances: matters which the 
ing and his eſpeciall ſeruants know well enough: yea they 
ad gone ſo farre that the aid king of Spame a while had his 


k 
h 
atmie readie and vnder ſaile to fall thereupon, had he not in 
time beene preuented : yea hee had his reaſons readie com- 
poſed by the Spaniſh doctor, whereby he pretended to iuſti- 
fie his diſcent in Britaine, as by right vnto him appertaini 
euen as hee had made his vſurpation in Portugal. Their ale 
courſe was (for they ſuppoſed thẽſelues to be craftie enough 
to cauſe all the ambition in the world to bow vnder theirs) 
that this prince was old and decrepit;and could not line ma- 
nie yeares : that at his deceaſe hee ſhoulde leaue his eſtates 
ſcattered and in danger of troubles, which woulde keepe his 
heires from looking any farther: and that in the meanc time 
they ſhould get helpe and ſuccour in the ir preſent neceſsitic, 
ind that it reſted onelie hereafter to lodke th chat might 
ha 1 1 * . 28 <} 7 1 es $547 3 { 

| Bur his prince, who is bytroo{kifull in his one affairey 
was wiſe enough to take his time for the obteining from 
them as an earneſt pennie,, a great piece of feruice, yea ſuch 
As pe raduenture will boile for euer in this realme, For per- 


g that his ſtates of the low countries had ſent their de- 
puties 


to yeeld themſelues into his armes atid to 
| as. For a firſt ſeruice that he demandeth 
of our maſters of the he willeth them to take armes 
at the verig inſtant that his maieſtie was to reſolue vpan the 
propoſitiõ of the ſaid eſtares, otherwiſe he proteſteth againſt 
them & meaneth not in time to come any way to alziſt them 
with his habilitic : whereby they were driuen to haſten their 
entering into armes certaine monethes before their time x 
it inſued that the Rare wastroubled, the faid depu- 
ties ſent away without doing any thing, and the crowne fru. 
ſtrate of that great and goodly increaſe that was then ofte- 
red. Hereby ore let all France iudge of the nature in- 
deed ſtrange of the captaines of this League, who to the end 
to warrant the K. of Spine from an vncertaine loſſe, dog cal 
this realme into an aſſured ſhipwracke: who do redeeme the 
Spaniards danger with the Frenchmans death and his dimi- 
nution,with the veter ſubuerſion of France. lt 

But theſe their wicked intents did they cloabe with verie 
beautifull pretences : for the vp ainting was acer- 
taine deuotion, a zeale to the church:as if the king, who was 
an example to all men, ftoode in need of armed ſolliciters to 
bring him into the way: but this hypocriſte was like w ĩſe as 
ſoone deſoried through the viſarde, And indeede the king 
by an expreſſe decree declared them to be rebels and guiltie 
at treaſon : and ſo would haue all his ſubiectes to take 
them : yea; and to the ſame end he writ to his courts of Par- 
kaments, to all his bailifs and ftewards; and to his principal 
tones: and aduertifed his ambaſſadors reſident with for- 
reine princes, charging them to lay open their conſpiraeie 
againſt his perſon and erowne, expreſlie commanding »lf 
good Frenchmen to ouerrunne them and their adherents, 
and deſiring all princes his neighbours, allies , and confe- 
derates to als iſt him againſt theſe with both men and mo- 
nie. Theſe diſpatches, I ſay, which his maieſtie ſent euerie 
way both within and without the realme, do faithfuily ſhew 
what his iudgement was of them when he termed them Par- 
takers of ayublike peace under a falſe ſpadow of rehgion: when in ęx- 
preſle termes he confeſſeth, that they ſhoot not at his crowrr 
onelie, but alſo at his perſon : 1255 the ſpeeches 3 

wit 
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aritirbis own tiouth, he vſed both in the Parliament & town 
houſe, which wee allmay yrt remember. And this profef, 
Hon was geithet ſuhorded nor wreited by art ur by force; 
but put feorth of his one and the. moſt award motion 
of his minde: tor, as it bath ſuffivientlic ſince appeared, 
what force or counſaile had hee about him to vrg= lim as 
gainſt the league, albeit contrariwiſe there were wtacncere 
to his maieſtie that vſed violence in their bebalfes, - 112 1. 
And in deede his commandemeats were then ſo taken 
and conſtrued) neither was there anie ſubtiltie ſought out 
but accordiag to the bare letter : for ſundrie companies of 
thoſe. of the jeague that were in ſundrie places deteated by 
— e the dukes of — and E/pernon, with his 
elties eee ainſt them, as ao cho 


EE en, wich the. uilg of the court of — 
== 


e the lord ol Vaulac their 
net of Caſtle Tryowpet, and likewi 8 
no. o.. {months apprehended 
ia the behalſe ol the league a» 
eee che ſuc- 
—— — we — 

ꝓoiſleſeion in the king 
= by the Pa EO 
ſolamnitie, according to the tenure where. 
ath in e/Maſtulles, Theſe ſynodall te- 
er ach a fqueraigne, decrees were ſubfigient. 1 taterpres 
iogs,iatent-againſt choſe: 96; the. league and 
i beneath theſe witne S, 3 exerutionets 

— lame. that ſawe_ decpelt into the: kings in- 
5 de, as haning ſhewed gteateſt tigour rg the Hu. 
N 16; former. watres, and were therefore; to them 
Tafpe of ſtomacke in matter of their religion , but 
be en all ſuſpicions or menen 4 thole ob the 9 


"Now let vs note the behaujours- and a&ions of the ting 
of N auarre at the ſame time: hee ſee him(elfe perſonallic 
4 0 hee perceiurd that hee was both the ſubiect 
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fefle matter, then to tale from him both his life and ho- 
nour, and to murther alle that hee loued, or that ioued 
him. This had beene enough in, ſome to haue bred a ſtupi- 
ditie rather then a patience: It was enough to haue mo- 
ued a warre abruptſie, much more to defend himſelfe from 
that which was alreadie mooued. On the other ſide 
hee perceiued the King highlic offended againſt the league: 
hee lawe that her daylie wrote vnto him, that hee tooke 
both the quarrell, and the warte to bee his owne! that 
hee peroeiued that they ſhorte bath at his eſtate and life: 
That his aame and religionaere but . — dut with 
all, that dt was requiſite to let his e nderitande as 
muck, whotne:vnderitlic falſe bf: religion 
had miiſcaried from thet dueties. This, beſides the equſo 
tie of the cauſe, had alſo beene enpugh ta arme him both 
witturitte and auttoritie againſt the et And had hee 
thus talen armes, no man woulde him, where- 
as throug Want of doom — time, hee nod ſindeth 
himſelſe a trouble. In the meane time hee belides the 
— — being neuercheleſſe (at all — 
knowe) wile" h-in I dther — A4 per 
ivlue. ade from s hatide to waite for the! — 
medie-for theſe milchieues, - Hee conteineth all his frientes 
and ſerua uats in — 2 „und the Proteſtant townes i 
— — her diſpoſertr himſelſe to ſerue his ma. 
his toket; ind in time conuenient - hee Will 
— a one part vndertake-anie thing, which may 
either kindle chis wa v hich ſeemed to — — n fitlie for him 
againltiche league) or that anie ay may let to the 
thereof. 
Contrartwiſe ( indeede wee muſt needes remember! 
it) theſe were ths (| & which for the maintenance of 
peace hee then vied . In matter of religion hee declared 
to the. Kigg, alle torhoſtarcsandall degrees of this realme 
that hee had beene therein euen from his youth brought 
vp: Thar after he came to yeares of diſcretion, he had nei- 
ther ſeene not heard any thing that might turn him therfro. 


That he belccued that age! was in the right way of ſaluation, 
52 wherein 
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14 
wherein hee had perſeuered ia the midſt of davpers; and 
maugre the intiſements of the world : Neuertheleſſe that he 
was readie to learne of the (hwebin a free Councell, whether 
hee would bring both aptneſſe and attention to learne : for 
it did euidentlie enough appeare that his pexſeuerauce in his 
religion was neither ambition, nor obſtinacie: that ambiti- 
on, if he were therewith poſſeſſed, might be much better ſa- 
tisſied on the other ſide: as for obſtinacie, it was too preiudi · 
cialkvnto him, ſith it conſiſted ypon his quietnes, honour 
and ſtate. Ihat at this day as well in this realme as through - 
out Chriſtendom theſe matters were growne to theſe termes 
wherein euen the colledge of Sorbonne was wont to ſay, that 
either; part ſhoulde beare with other, without taxing each 
other with hereſic vntill a good counſell vnta 
and accepted by, both partes had concluded and decreed 
therupon: that is a great number of learned men of either 
ſide, prouinces, nations. common wealthes, & whole 
eſtates, gas well forthe. oneas for the otbet. A moſt 
 eettaine argument that all theſe vil not ot ajalice damne 
themſelues : Arguments like wiſe that the controuerſie re. 
ſeth in matter diſputable, ſith that among all nations 
and ſo. contratie clumats, all ſortes of reef doo cleaue 
thereto, yea after a thouſand torments, euen to the death. 
Wherefore Chriſtiandome hath nove as 11 neede as: 
euer to haue a fret and lawfall oouncell. Ihm the coun- 
ſell of Trim could not bee alledged to haue been: ſuch. 
wherein the parties were hearde : wherein alſo the par- 
tie moſt accuſed; and which needed greateſt reformation 
fat as iudge: Ea the which our moſt Chriſtian kings 
imraediatly after the battell of Dreux, ——— with many” 
wiſe Princes, exprefly by their Embaſladours proteſted 
nullitie, and woulde not 


namelic becauſe therein” they 
deale with reformation of doQrine to therule of the bolie- 
ſcriptures ,' but onely in outward ſbewe. Whergupon euen 
in the moſt rigorous times, and after the bloodie Bartbol- 
welt is was reiected both by the maſters of Serbenne and; 
the cotirtes of paliament of this realme : that in matters. 
of leſſe conſequence the primitive Church neuer denied 


thereiterating of counſalles. That the councell of Baſi!! — 
ound 


12, 
bound the Pope and the church of Roame 
cell cueric teune Peares, f me Arcade 


at Trent, ie e 


aine howe farre moreſcemeſyitw were for we red 
with howe much leſſe peril} to this rcalme to 
„ ciuill warre , a conference 
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meanes veg dme cute mind had heene put in pom, 


Riſe in this - but to an 5 to come with 
naà preſent one, an vncertaine with by — lble , a ſuite of 
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putiitto the hands ofthe houſe of Lorraine for the executing 
fore edict with all burrage, A matter neuet before 
heard of in any juſtice: (butlikewiſe who will ſceke juſtice a- 
mong fo many injuſtices) that the parties, conſidering their 
ſhould be made both commiſſioners and execu- 
tionert in their owne plea? Hut will you plainely ſec that the 
mes? which in their writinges th 33 for their ĩuſtifi. 
u, were but vaine prerences?. had prowiled reliefe 
tothe people, rec{tabliſhment of dignitie to the Nobilitie 
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to the ſame end of fome they had gotten the perſons & from 
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offenders : yet can he not at once abandon all patience: hee 
will commune with the D. of Montmerencie,a peere of France, 
and chiete officer of the crowne, one that is not ſuſpected of 
religion, They meete at S. Paule of Cadeion in Alby: they re- 
maine there certaine dayes to conterre : his Maieſties depu- 
ties are heard giue out the ſpeeches atoreſaide, whereupon 
they reſolue mantully to withitande the miſchiefe, which o- 
therwiſe is remedileſſe, the king of N awarre : the late lorde 
Prince and the Duke of Montmorencie, neuertheles by an ex- 
preſſe proteſtation of the tenth of Auguſt declaring that to 
their great greife through this —_ tation they are forced 
to haue recourſe to weapons: that as all the world knoweth, 
they haue tollerated vntill all extremitie, but that ſeeing the 
enemie readie to fall vpon them they could doo no leſſe, but 
take counſaile both of neceſſitie and nature. That they had 
offered and againe did offer in matter of religion to yeeld to 
a free counſell, and in matters of ſtate to a law full couuoca- 
tion of the ſtates, yea to ſubmit themſelues to the hazard of 
a combate, albeit with their inferiors, rather then to ſee the 
deſolation of this ſtate and calamitie of ſo much people: but 
if either violence or bad counſaile had ſtopped vp their eares 
to their iuſt reaſons, that they declared before God and all 
the good ſubiects of this lande, that they had not taken 
armes but for the kinges authoritie and libertie maniteſtly 
oppreſſed, yea and that with his owne conſent voluntarily 
refiified by ſo many his declarations, letters,decrees and or- 
dinances : that they neither haue nor will haue for enimies 
any other then thoſe who of his owne meere motion he had 
denounced enemies to his life and the peace of hicrealme : 
that in reſpect of religion they would make no diſtinction of 
the kings ſubiectes, but would cheriſh and embrace them all 
with like affection and countenance,only requiring them to 
theend to be the better diſtinguiſhed,to ſeparate themſelues 
both from the counſailes and dealings of the league: prote- 
{ting all the miſertes and calamities that this eſtate is to ſuf- 
fer to be vnto them both ſenſible and ſorrowful,who are the 
bloud and members thereof, but nor ſo to thoſe that are but 

rafted in & that verie ſl ghtly, moreouer from the bottome 


of their ſoules calling for Gods wrath and curſe againſt the 
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Authors of ſo many miſchicfes and vpon their practiſes and 


enterpriſes, a yow which God hath in troth heard, if ve liſt 
to ſee it throughout the whole progrelle of this u arre of the 
league. 

Well, the war was earneſily begun, & ſee,we are now come 
to the third yeare : naw let vs call to mind the goodly _— 
ches they then vſed to bring vs in taſt with it. The king 
Nanarre(ſaide they) within a fewe monthes would be ſhut vp 
in ſome one of his houldes without all hope of ſuccour and 
forced to forſake the realme, & not to find any aſſured place 
where to ſoiourn. The Proteſtants hands within the firſt yere 
ſhould in pate yeelde for feare at the firſt brunt of their wea- 
pons, & in part be won byforce if they obſtinatly durlt reſilt, 

For the ſeconde yeare they ſhould not haue paſt three or 
foure lett,8& thoſe, by their ſaying, rather to practiſe then to 
trouble the, As for their ſuecour, it was but in vaine to ſpeak 
of any : for they had taken ſo good order in Germany that 
there could be no leauie made for the king of Nauarre, and 
if there hould,yerdid they promiſe to fight with it, yea euen 
to go to ſeeke it to the verie borders of the Rhine, 

he fooliſher lott & ſuch as with their paſlions were drun- 
ken, beleeued theſe things and felt euen to the bottomes of 
their purſes to ſee theſe miracles, ſo ltourly aftirmed by theſe 
triaclers. If wiſe men, & experienced captaines purpoſed to 
declare all theſe things to be vaiae. If they alleaged that our 
kings had employed 25. yeres in vaine: that there was neuer 
a ſinew in this realme but had bin ſtrained, or neuer a veine 
but had bin launced & drawen dry, then they ſaid that theſe 
enterpriſers were of a far other ſort, & that they knew other 
ſecrets the they found. So greatly doth the worlde delight to 
be deceiued at her own colt, yea ſo far doth this age (enimie 
f her felicity) delight to abandon her ſelfe to the firſt potti- 
cary. No let vs ſee what this mountaine will bring forth. 
he kinges armies are deliuered to the authors of the 
agus: the king abandoneth all his force and authoritie in- 
to their hands: they alſo without ſparing do put thereto as 
much as their credite wil reach. They haue Lancknights,Swite 


Ters and Keiſters, the Clergie do endeuour themſelues to 


pa 
cheſe armics, euẽ with the ſale of their temporalties,though 
not. 
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19 
not without repentance : the king and his people do ſpende 
foure yeares profit in one: the king of Spaine employeth one 
part of his Indies: to be briefe, in this realm we haue now that 
which was neuer ſcene befote, viz, eight armies at once in 
the field ,and euerie of them able to beſiege, euerie of them 
painfully employed, each in his quarter. 

In the meane time the king of Naware hath all this while 
neither ſuccour nor aſſiſtance from any place: all his enimies 
haue condemned him to the death, and al that loued him do 
diſpaire of him. What may a iuſt cauſe do in the aſſurance of 
a courage againſt all endeuors ? this Prince was neuer ſeene 
ſtoupe leſſe, & that doth euery one know, or ſet himſelf more 
ſtiſtely againſt aduerſity:but indeed, What is not t he almigh- 
ty able to warrant thole that walke vprightly ? He breathed 
ypon all theſe armies, and they ſcattered of thẽſelues before 
they had doone any thing: ſauing there was ſome ſconce or 
village take which colt vs millions, neither doth it appeare 
that euer they were, vnleſſe by the deſtructiõ of the countrey 
or deſolatiõ of the people, For in the weakening of the king 
of Nauarre, or of his partakers, nothing can be knowen. 

Now let vs (I pray you) grow to account & leaue robbing 
of our owne purle. In the gouernment of Gayen they haue 
both employed and diſplayed all their miracles and powers: 
who then would not rather haue T aillebowrg, Rpyan, T almont 
and Fontenay then Monſegur S. Ba eile & Caſtillen ? And (aftil- 
lon I ſay, the labor & triumphes of the L.of Mayne, the ſepul- 
chre ot ſo many mẽ, & the bottomles gulph of ſo much ben 


recouered againe by the L. of Turenne in one houre with ten 
ſhillings worth ot ladders? In Lengaedockes who wold change 
S. Pons, Lodtne & Capeſtan tor Xarneiol7?or in Dauphine wher- 
with ſhall wee counterpeize Monthmar , Ambrun and Die? 
Andall this gotten in one night with ten pound of powder: 
whereas a {mall caſtle muſt coſt vs both monethes, ſtorehou- 
ſes and armies: neither can we ſay that in recompence here- 
of they haue loſt more men. For it is well enough knowen 
that the aſſailant alwaies looſeth a handred for tenne. The 
ouerthrow of the L. of us, the recouery of Monthmer & the 
battaile at Coutre7 would ſay ſomewhat hereof where we loſt 


ſo much nobility without any 3 loſſe on their — 
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20 
where alſo ſo much good French bloud was prodigally ſpil- 
led, which might haue beene better employed elſe where, 
whereof alſo wee imagine our {clues well comforted poore 
wretches that we are, when in the pallace they rore our vnto 
vs the ouerthrowe of the Si Neri. And all this afore mentio- 
ned did he without any forreine ſuccour,albeit both England 
and Germanic did in the beginning make ſufficient ſhew there 
of their gooodwils to this prince and his affaires. Whome 
God thus guided through his wonderfull prouidence to the 
end euery man might well perceiue that the king of Naxerre 
| and his alone & without any ſupport might be able to main- 
raine themſelues againſt the league: that the people likewiſe 
might note their fraude and boaſting when they made this 
e enterpriſe ſo eaſie, and ſo became wiſer and lefle paſſionate 
hereafter:but eſpecially that ſuch as feare God and do aſſure 
'| themlſclues to march vnder the conduct of his prouidence 

might the more euidently perceiue his bleſſing ouer the iu - 

ſtice and innocencie of this prince, more euidently (I ſay) in 
his weakeneſſe then in his force, and contrariwiſe his wrath 
and curſe ouer the violence & iniuries of thoſe of the league 
in the greatnes of their power and vanitie of their effects. 
| Bur marke now I pray you, Now that they be recreant & 
able to do no more, the king of Nauarre whom they ſhould 
haue choſen to the end of the world,doth in our view k 
the field, forceth our townes with the Canon,gathereth new 
ſtrength, and before our noſes in the middeſt of France dare 
giue vs battaile , and neuer vouchſafe to attende the ſuccour 
that he is farre of. Beholde alſo on the other ſide the ſtran- 
gers came in with a mightie and terrible armie which theſe 
our malters ſhould haue through their diligence choaked in 
Germanie, or at the leaſt haue defeated vppon the border of 
Rhine: and yet euen in their preſence it paſſeth the heart of 
Lorraine , gaeth through all their gouernments without anie 
one alaram and is felt euen in our bowels : and when theſe 
good marriners haue caſt vs into the ſtorme, ot brought vs 
vpon the rocke, not — to what ſaint to yow thẽſelues, 
they leaue vs to the oare, and without any ſpeech ſteale them 
ſelues into the skiffe, accounting themſelues ſufficiently diſ- 
charged with a ſaue who ſaue can. 
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Truelie it is nowe therefore time for vs tothinke vpon our 
affaires, for we haue let our {clues runne too farre after their 
wrongfull paſsions : Too late doo wee perceiue their malice 
and our rathnefle for long ſince haue they purpoſed to take 
to themſelues ſpoile of our owne wrecke, It is high time 
for vs all with like endeuours to ſet hande vntq that 
holy anker which is able to warrant our veſſell from ſhip- 


wracke, and which onely in this perill may ſtand vs in ſteede 


of ahauen. 

To what parpo „ will yee ſay, is all this large diſcourſe ? 
Truelie to the end wee may rather late then neuer perceiue 
that we proſecute a wrongfull and vnprofitable warre, and 
therefore r lome end we ſhorten the courſe of our fol- 
lies. Wrongfull I ay, and therefore we are aſſured of Gods 
curſſe vpon our ſoules, vnprofitable alſo, for who can proſper 


ree parts ſeene, but a meere going backeward and fune- 


cauſed it to bee motioned? went not the queene into Poi- 


teu to the king of \ avarre? But this prince(men ſay)is ſhi, . 


and will not eaſily bee handled : truely with all ſuch as haue 
not haunted him heisto bee pardoned though they thinke 
him not tra table: for conſidering howe hee hath euer ſince 
his youth beene intreated, they may haue good cauſe ſo to 


beleeue, ſith the moſt patient man in the world might haue 


growen out of patience, the moſt phlegmatike into choler, 
the eaſieſt and moſt tractable, to bee diſtruſtfull, backwarde 
and implacable. 


But let vs iudge of his humors by his behauiours : he came 
to the warre vpon great extremitie and that as late as hee 
could: it is then to bee beleeued that he will not be ſlacke to 


come to peace: he ſaw himſelfe and his partaker perſecuted 
with ail rigor, confiſcate, baniſhed, diſgraded, condemned, 


executed, murdered, and all vnder-colour of the religion 
which he profeſſed : all which notwithſtanding hee neuer al- 
tered his manner of proceedings: hee neuer moleſted anie - 


for religion: hee kept their promiſed liberties and ſafetie: 


hee preſerued ynder his protection ſuch Catholikes as were 
C3, . not. 


againſt Gods will? And what haue wee in the courſe of theſe 


rals in liew oftriumphes ? But you will replie, In whome is 
the fault that we haue not peace? allo howe often haue wee 


: 
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gro of the League, yea he pardoned enen thoſe of the lea 
A ꝛ ud being taken — the — armes hee gratificd chow, 
| and it he vied a contrerigour wee could not tell what to ſay: 
for wee all doo ſuffictentlieknowe that the firſt is guiltie 
ofthe ſecond . Wee muſt therefore confefle that liec hath a 
yerie temperate minde, beſides his nature: hee I ſay,whome 
ſo manie wronges, gricfes and iniuries could neuet make 
paſsionate or to alter, It hath alſo beene ſufticientlic noted 
that lo long as there was anie hope to ſee him ouerthrowne: 
or that his enimies had anie aduantage of him, they were 
fill aſsiſted with all helpe , without anie ſpare : they ne- 
ner propounded vnto him anie meete condition: albeit 
| the next daie after a victorie of his, hee ſendeth to the 
EKXKing, hee bewaileth with him the ſhedding of ſo much 
blood as is ſpilt, hee offereth with all his heart to doo him 
| Hferuicein the ſtanching thereof: hee recurneth molt of the 
priſoners of account, either infinitelie commending his 
— or if they conceale it, of all men condemned of in- 
ratitude. 
. Truelie he, who being raſhiie delt with in ſo manie ſack- 
ings , and yet was neuer ſcene out of courſe, no not bein 
cauſed with full bridle, cannot but haue a ſure heade an 
mouth, neither is there any let, but in our good helpe,thathe 
may do verie well. To be briefe, in his aduerſitie wee haue 
ſeene him victorious, in his — tie a conqueror ot him · 
ſelfe : in the foreſt ſmart ot his iniuries cleane from all re- 
uenge, in the ſwifteſt ſlidings of his good happe, void of in- 
ſolencie: alwaies readie to admit the reaſons of{uch as haue 
oftended him particularlic, and to giue ouer his moſt boy- 
ling paſsions to common beneſite. vs then beleeue that 
hee flieth not from peace, but deſireth it: and that he is not 
ſo ſhie and malitious as men make him. But indeed the Roſe 
pricketh when we doo not take hold of it where we ſhould, 
and if we conſider well, we ſhall ſee that all that hath yet ben 
done, and as itſeemeth of ſet purpoſe , hath tended onelie 
to driue him into diſpaire. 

To prooue this to bee ſo, let vs ſee howe they haue 
dealt with thoſe of the League, and howe with the king 
of Nurse: hee a houſchold childe, they ſtrangers , not 
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ſo much as of the familie, though they bee of the realme.; 


The quidans are not ſo ſoone (though without cauſe) vp 
in armes, but the Queene, all thinges fer alide, g to 
them, yea ſhee ſcekerh afrer them euen to the lands ende: 
them, who had they beene coutagiouſlie aſlailed were not 
able anie hit to abide it, Conttari / iſe the King of I 4- 
warre beeing for the ſafetie of his owne perlon, conſtrai- 
ned to take armes, is left alone fifteene whole monethes 
to dr ie vp the blowes, hee is on all ſides ſhotte at, to 
make an ende of him: ſo long as they thinke to ſee him 
either beſieged or beaten, they ſpeake neuer a worde, but 
waite the ende: But when his enimies are no longer able 
to aſſaile him: when they haue diſcharged euen their laſt 
peece in vaine, hen —— long time fenced and borne 
oft the blowes they ſee him ſounde and ſafe readie to 
them, then beginne they to vouchſafe to ſpeake vnto him, 
and that as it ſeemeth rather to hale the enimies out ot the 
preaſe, then any way to content him. a 

The Queene comming neere to the Guizier: for feare 
of ſcarring them, cauſeth all her power to depart, ccaſeth. 
all hoſtilitie, letrerh ſcape all occaſions to harme | 
giueth them leaſure to gather together both their ſpirits 
and helpes, yea, both Keiſtres and Suitzers : Cantratiwile 
(and that was the good counſaile of the French- 
men that aſsiſted her) at the verie time of her comming 
to parley with the King of 7 aware, did the armie of the 
Lorde of loyexſe molt force it ſelfe in Langaedocks, where it 
put all that it coulde force to fire and ſworde, as allo did 
the armie of the Lord of Eſpernon in Provence :. yea hardlic 
will the permitte after manie tormalities and iournies to and 
fro, that the Marſhall Bron ſhould ſtaie beyond Lone. 

cene, to content tho'e of the league, promiſeth 


Ihe Qu 

that . Lend that come to the Kings ſuccour ſhoulde 
not enter, and ſuſpendeth their leauie, albeit. the iſſue of 
the negotiation were doubtfull: Contrariwiſe ſnee requi- 
reth the king ot 7\ a«arre for a preamble, firſt of al vnder the 


rncertaine hope ot au vncertaine peace to ſuſpende and ſtay 
his forreine armie. 


But wil you {ce after ſo many ceremonies what conditions. 
| are 
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ate unded ynto him. That is, That all exerciſe of bis rei- 
gion ceaſe in al the townes Within bit authoritie and part. Ihat brmſel(f 
and all bis reſolue with themſelues viterlie to yenounce the ſame , and 
mexer more to ſpeaks of it, otherwiſe let him neuerlooke tor anie 
ace at the Lin s hands, whereas for latisfying thoſe of the 
ague al exerciſe was taken from thoſe of the cõttatie religi- 
on:thatis,ſo far as might be, they had giuen them both their 
bodies and ſoule s. Iheſe are the ſpeeches which the queene 
verie carneſilic commanded the lord of I owraine to impart 
| to the king of N avarre,from the which thee neuer departed. 
And then thinke you what likelihood there was after fortie 
yeares fire, and fiue and twentie yeares warre that the Hu 
nets woulde ſuffer themſelues to be brought backe to their 
AB C. yea — whether they whome ſo manie trou- 
bles, namely theſe laſt, had made cannon proofe, who durſt 
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-abide the cannon in poore milnes rather then to force their 
conſciences, were capable of this article, and that a hundred 
townes more, which their beſt armies durſt not once looke 
n, would yeeld thereto. Thus was al broken off: and note 
in the inequalitie of the perſons and cauſes the arſiuerſie in- 
equalitie of the proceedings: that which ought to haue 
ſer forward this negotiation , was the cauſe to breake it off : 
For they of the league,who feare nothing ſo much as a peace 
feared alſo the ſhadow thereof: and indeede, to the ende to 
trouble it, the ſhuffeled they cardes anew, they procured the 
ſciſing vpon ſome ſtrong holdes in Picardie miſſed of others: 
laces free from ſuſpition, eſpecially farre from religion, yea 
y practiſes they attempted againſt the kings perſon and life: 
matters knowne both to their maieſties and all others,wher. 
ypon the Queene founded an argument to teturne to his 
maieſtie to preuent it, and ſo did the negotiation reſolue vp- 
on nothing, for feare of diſpleaſing them: whereas truely it 
had been the meanes to reunite al France into one: to ioyne 
ither againe all the blood againſt the common enimie of 
this eſtate, and to giue the abuſed euidentlie to weet, that 
there was no longer queſtion of religion, and that theſe men 
had bewrayed themſelues in ſeiſing vppon the Catholike 
tow nes, and in oppoſing themſelues againſt the king at that 
verie inſtant, when by their ſuggeſtion he warred molt ſharp- 
lic 
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ly ypon the Proteſtants, Thus to the ende againe, to reſtore 
thoſe of the league to the countrie, was the v hole tteatie of | 
peace, begunne with the king of N awerre,ſer aſide, albeit the 
Queene had promiſed to ſende paſſeports for the ſafetie of 
the deputies whom the ſaide king 2 to ſend for aſſi- 
ſtantes of that treatie, whereof we haue neuer fince heard a- 
ny k 
Wan then? muſt we, will you ſay, to the ende to obtaine 
;,tollerare that religion? I would to God we were well 
ind that we had no other matter then that to decide, We 
ſhall like wel enough that the Pope for a miſerable gaine ſhal 
ſuffer the /ewes freely in Rome, and yet be tearmed Moſt hobe, 
That the king of Spine, to the end to be at reſt with his Hal- 
landers, *  treatie ſhall not only graunt them their 
religion throughour their countrie, but alſo aboliſh his own, | 
and yet be neuertheleſſe Catholike: And yet our king mutt 
forfeit his name of eHoft Cbriſtia, becauſe he fuffereth the 
Chriſtians that beleeue the ſame ſcriptures and belecfes 
that he doth ; he may not forbeare, vntill the deciſion of a 
conncell in conſideration of the Princes of his bloud, who 
offer thereby to bee inſtructed and taught in confideration 
of ſo many thouſandes of ſoules that haue tryed 'both fire 
and ſworde , and that ſo manie yeares : not for the obtey- 
ning of ſome, I wor not what gaine, but for the redeeming | 
of a totall loſſe : neither tor the ſauing of ſome corner of an 
eſtate farre off, but for the warranting of al his owne realme 
from vtter and ineuitable ruine : yea, to be briefe, euen all 
that he is and all that he bath? And while wee diſpute and 
lay the Sophiſters about the difference berweene a knights 

and a ſimple tenure, or betweene the ſuburbes, the citie, 
and the ſhire rowne: wee perceiue not, like doltes as we are, 
that al retayneth into one, by the confuſion of the nobilitie 
fallen into villenage, the townes and ſuburbes into heapes 
of deſtruction, and this eſlate, if wee prouide not betimes, : 
into peeces ? 

Let vs not flatter our ſelues in the ſtate of our France, wee 
Iſay, who doo peraduenture corrupt our ſelues in her and 
with her can not well perceiue her diminntion to be ſuch as 


it is, ſo as if we had taken a nappe of ſiue and twentie yeares 
D long, 
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man I ſay with his handes in his boſome ſtanderh gaſin 
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long, at our waking vee ſhould knowe neither her gor our 


ſclues. The manners diſſolued and neere to a Gangrene : the 
lawcs no leſſe venall than the offices : the conſciences more 
than the beneſites : the riches which aforetime haue beene 
a good — of the bodie —— inſt ſmall — ᷓ arg 
that b ves, tumours pro nature ve- 
rie p - 8 bodie. The — 2 — of ** 2 
our N entes thirtie yeares ago ſtronger our 
armics: and oh companies then ths eat athriite Gap 
teines more preſum at their firſt iNue out of their 
pageſhip then their fathers after three battailes : moreouer 
no reſpect either to labour, either to deſert, or to yeares, nei- 
ther to of either honour or nature: no more rene- 
rence to the name of God, loue to the Prince or dutie to the 
countrie. Theſe are now the diſcaſes ſufficiently diſcerned in 
SFF 
rie one , but mans 
delight is priuately to diſcourſe that t is ſicke, that it 
falleth into decay, that he mult looke to his affaires, euerie 


oa the ſhipwrecke , giueth ouer his worke, looketh to caſt 
aſide ſome coffer or table for himſelfe,and thence thinke yp- 
on our hereditaric gouernments, one of a caſtle, an other of 
atowne, another of a whole prouince. The ſmall waſters do 
march vnder the great, and the great for the atteyning to 
their ſe doe themſclues vnder one head. O mi- 
ſerable eſtate { O miſerable king , when his owne either citi- 
ens or ſubiectes in lieu of dying for him, will abandon! O 
miſerable both citizens and ſubiects that build your great- 
neſſe ypon their deltruRion : a deſtruction rndoubred (and 
who can warrant you from it) that will oppreſſe you all vu- 
der it ſclfe, 

Weene not that euer you, who yppon a rage rather then 
by diſcourſe, doo with for it, ſhall euer bee able to haue anie 
ioy of it, The vapours of your ambition doo ingender thoſe: 
dreames in you: 3 and mightie eſtates according 
to the proportion of their — 2 alſo their periods 
long, whereto mans age cannot reach: Their criſes or iudg- 
ments are not gathered vpon odde daics as ours PEE 


* 
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diſeaſes doo outlaſt our whole dayes. After the phi- 
fitions haue giuen them ouer they burie them, yea betore 
themſelues doo, they burie thoſe that are the cauſers of their 
death with all their ambition, vanitie and glorie. Mamu: 
and Ceſar are dow ne, but the ſenate was at iarre long time 
after, and the common wealth which they had wounded did 
ſtill pant, Theſe changes are whole worlds. The fathers do 
die by the way: The ſonnes after infinite calamities ſtaie at 
the borders, yea the childrens children: when they weene 
to haue woone all, they ate readie to be beaten from all, ac- 
cording to the prouerbe: To be at reſt you thinke peraduen- 
ture that the ytter extinguiſhing of our race may breed your 
peace, and yet doo not marke that the eldeſt of them is yon- 
per then you, and when you ſhall be ſtroken in age they ſhal- 

yong. Or I pray you doo you thinke your ſelues onelie in 
this bal ? Is there euer a gentleman in France 
but when you haue brought the crowne to ſpoile, will not 
thinke to haue as good right to it as you ? hauing broken 
die lawes, as you goe about to doo the Salicke lawe, doo you 
not call in all the neighbours to care France in peeces? euen 
thoſe that firſt' married the kings daughters, who will bee 
more freſh, mightie and rich then you to defend their titles? 
At whoſe $ when you haue done your beſt, and indured 
much miſchiefe both you and your ſhalbe made bondmen, 
yea you ſhall become their wa 5 dcking Rocks, praicand ſpoile, 
aud no man to mooue you, Howe many domages muſt this 
eſtate encurre during theſe akterations : how manie good 
families deſtroĩed, how manie good to nes laid waſt? howe 
manie widowes and orphanes how much land be vntilled 


& hdw many poore houſcholds muſt die for hunger? France 
through 9. — will growe to a foreſt: T he 
flames: and the Da. 


2 wil deuour the remainder of 
ler of the Gotbes;! Vpon this miſerable curteine will all the 
beaſts of the etrth feed: A thouſand wormes,and a thouſand 
ferpents ſhall breed therein, and thert ingender to gnaw it: 
* rants in a countrey, in a caſtle and in a towne. To be 

riefe in lieu of a ſcorpioſi a Baſiliſque : and for an adder, a 
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— Lfeare, I preach theſes cuſes to the deaſe. The 
des mother, when See W 
& 2 


choſe 
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choſe rather to loſe it, yeaolerherueari hue, then 
to ſee it cut in fander : blood was troubled as alſo were 
ber bowels: the other reſpected not the diuiding of it: (hee 
thoughtſhee had enough if (hee might haue her albeit 
bloodie and vnprofitable: ſo ſenſible are the naturall aud 
luelie affections, v hiereas contrariwile the ſtrangers are dead 
vnſenſible and obſcure: yea ſo difficult is it, for the French 
bloud to conceale her natural affection to France and/for the 
ranger to borow, counterfeit or falſiſie the ſame, 

Thele mi/chictes which the courle of theſe warres do bring 
in are euident, neither was there euer other end ſeene: mil- 
chiefes, which if they be not ſpeedily prevented will growe 
morrall and incurable : miſchiefes which can not bee teme- 
died but by peace, by a ſincere and faithfull peace which 
—— — other nw in her boſome, part is — from at- 
ter thoughtes, ſuch a peace as may grant hartburnings time 
—— rg and —— and amitic to recouer, which. = ta- 

nd appetite from our Perrurper⸗ da ſtirxe, as 
not able to — without looſing themſelue . — 
vill it bee when the good frenchmen ſhali relie 
and one beare out an other, when they ſhall cither gane 
ſuffer to each other hat ſo euer ſhall be requilite t 
all reſt; but why ſhould they denie this one — an other. Gu 
they all ſnoote at one comon marke of their ſaluation _ 
life to come? yea cucric of them for that hauing 
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obeycd, the princes chetiſheg and leholdo 
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mall bring whatſoever he is or hath. den prince ha 


iſtrates their & the ſubiects each in his 
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_—_— it is he onely that holdeth it in his hande) that hee 
may y finde both the meanes and way. God grant al- 
ſo (for him muſt we winne with heartie deſire and humilitie) 
that the people may become eaſie and pliable to ſollicite the 
{ame with heartie deſire and burning zcale. 

God likewiſe grant all and eneric of vs well to remember 
all the miſthictes that we haue indured, that wee may haue 
ſuch a feeling as may neuer decay, to the end wee may deteſt 
— _ miſeries, and no leſſe abborre the authors then the 

ects. 

That alſo we may ſhortly in peace with one heart and mind 
in the vocation — God hath called vs, ſeeke the good 
and pet fite health of this realme, the puritie and ſinceritie ot 
Gods ſeruice, and redreſſe of good manners and healthſome 
lawes, the perfite bonds of the king to the _ and the 
ſuperiours to the inferiours, whereof doo depend the weale, 
peace and proſperitic of the king, ſubiects and ſtate, Amen. 
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